
 

 

Latin America Sustainable Beef Vision Summit 
 
On July 10 to 12, the Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (GRSB) together with GTPS 
and Arcos Dorados hosted the Latin America Sustainable Beef Vision Summit for the first 
time to bring together Latin American national roundtables and their members.  
 
The event, held in Sao Paulo, Brazil, brought together actors from the entire beef chain and 
more than 15 countries, and was attended by more than 160 people. One of the keys to the 
success of the event was the collaboration of a range of stakeholders in its organisation and 
implementation. GRSB’s partner for the venue was Arcos Dorados the regional franchise of 
McDonald's, who offered the facilities at Hamburger University to host the summit. The 
Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock was also a valuable partner through their support 
to enable a wide network of experts to attend. The United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) also sponsored several attendees. We sincerely thank all of our sponsors without 
whom the event could not have taken place  
 
The high level of attendance and participation demonstrated the interest in the region in 
advancing continuous improvement in the production of sustainable meat. The clear 
consensus was that events of this type are important and should be organised regularly; as 
Paraguay is the venue for next year’s Global Conference on Sustainable Beef, there is 
considerable motivation for further regional engagement.  
 
The main issues addressed were in line with the GRSB’s 5 principles and the priorities of 
the countries represented. These are Animal Health and Welfare; Natural Resources, (with 
most emphasis on issues related to land use and carbon balance); traceability and 
transparency. Additionally, new topics for the sector were discussed including the 
Jurisdictional Approach; the need to carry a message to the next COP25 that will be held in 
December in Santiago de Chile; and finally how to communicate better, being less 
defensive and acting proactively to demonstrate the benefits of producing meat sustainably.  
 
It was very encouraging to hear about the progress the National Roundtables are making, 
working on the development of national indicators and adding new actors to the platforms. 
They highlighted the importance of regional collaboration and the need to come together 
between countries to address common issues and join efforts. Brazil has come a long way 
in the last 11 years and new roundtables can learn from both their successes and 
challenges. There was consensus that carbon sequestration has an important role to play 
for mitigation and adaptation. In Latin America, where much of the production takes place 
on natural grasslands and extensive systems, there is great potential for carbon 
sequestration and this ought to be taken into account. Minimizing emissions and maximizing 
sequestration is the way forward. There are significant opportunities to produce low carbon 
meat.  

https://grsbeef.org/page-1861953


 
On the subject of Land Use Change, we held discussions on deforestation and the ways in 
which each country is working on the issue. Deforestation rates have declined in recent 
years, but it is still a matter of concern and needs to be addressed. Latin America can 
increase productivity without compromising forests. The Forest Working Group, or Joint 
Working Group on Forest, is an open platform that exists in Brazil within the framework of 
the GRSB, and it was agreed that it would be a great opportunity for the rest of the 
countries to also join and take advantage of the Global Conference to demonstrate what 
they are doing to address that issue.  
 
The presentation on Responsible Use of Antimicrobials and the Alliance that was created in 
Brazil to guarantee the alignment of the animal protein production chain with respect to 
Responsible Use of Antimicrobials was very interesting. Brazil created a National Action 
Plan for the Prevention and Control of Antimicrobial Resistance in the field of livestock 
(PAN-BR AGRO). This alliance also seeks to communicate through education and training. 
Other countries are starting similar alliances.  
 
Animal Wellbeing was covered from an integrated perspective. Animal Welfare is a complex 
issue with scientific, ethical, economic, cultural and political dimensions. It is linked to all 
aspects of sustainability since poor practice may affect the environment, the community and 
economic profitability.  
 
The event closed with presentations by financial institutions including IFC (International 
Finance Corporation) in which they support the creation of local capacity through a range of 
projects in the region, mainly in Paraguay. UNDP also reported on their program and its 
support, through national governments, to create these local capacities and achieve 
continuous improvement of Latin American value chains.  
 
The general atmosphere of the event was very positive and underscored the need to bring 
new actors closer to these initiatives and communicate at both national and global level 
about the importance of producing meat sustainably.  
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