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Q: How did you become involved in the cattle industry? 
 
A: I have been doing research on cheetahs since the mid 1970’s and went into cattle ranching in 
the mid 1990’s. I have gone into the business as a conservationist to share and research the 
practices that I’ve used to live with predators harmoniously without killing them. 
 
Q: How does your work at CCF connect with the work of GRSB? 
 
A: I believe that there are sustainable ways of cattle farming, or farming with livestock of all sorts, 
and that’s what I’ve spent the last 25 years in the Namibia doing - looking at that sustainability. In 
particular, researching the effects of top predators and the health of the ecosystem. Learning that 
GRSB had just begun, I actively pursued them and wanted to become a member. 
 
Q: What does sustainability mean to you? 
 
A: I call it an ecosystem stewardship. I believe that understanding the ecosystem is extremely 
important, and how we and our needs as humans fit into that system. Then that provides for us 
sustainability. 
 
Q: What best practices does your company implement to ensure sustainability? 
 
A: From a livestock farming perspective, we farm cattle in a very arid environment and so the way 
we farm is very extensive and overlapping with wildlife. So we are a mixed system of wildlife and 
livestock.  
 
We manage our calving season and manage our calving herd. The calves we find are the biggest 
problem for predators. For livestock management as a whole, especially in Africa, we find that 
one of the big challenges is looking at the healthcare of those animals – from vaccinations to 
perioscopy.  
 
From an animal management perspective, we provide a best practice. With small stock, we use 
livestock guarding dogs, which is a program we not only endorse, but also breed and place dogs 
with farmers to protect small stock - this can also work to protect cattle as well.  
 
That is how we integrate wildlife with livestock management. We are living with predators without 
having losses and not killing them – because we have enough prey base for the predators. We 
are part of what’s called a conservancy. In Namibia, it’s where you practice an integrated system 
of livestock with wildlife, so predators can work within that system. 
 
Q: What is the most important fact about sustainable beef that you want consumers to know? 
 
A: Sustainable beef has to also include a healthy ecosystem that includes our top predators. One 
of the programs that we have worked years on that we started here in Namibia is a cheetah-
friendly beef initiative modeled after a predator-friendly beef initiative, which, in my opinion, 
should be called an ecosystem stewardship beef program. Consumers can be buying meat that is 
supporting ecosystems that are stewarded by the farmers. Again, I think top predators are a part 
of these systems, and consumers don’t understand that all of our beef globally is actually 
threatening the survival of our top predators. This brings back into the practices that we work on 
here on our farm in Namibia and that many of the farmers in Namibia practice. 
 



 
Q: Why did you decide to become a member of GRSB? 
 
A: Farmers can live in sustainable ways and in harmony with our ecosystem and this is 
something that needs to be brought to the forefront of our farming systems internationally. I 
believe that they need to be promoted and supported by the consumers. This brings together the 
key players to realize that their businesses will be affected by consumers. Consumers want to live 
in a sustainable environment and believe that they are supporting sustainability. I believe this 
organization (GRSB) is going to be the one to bring this to fruition. 
 
Q: How are you involved with GRSB? 
 
A: I read everything that goes on. I have members of my staff listen in on all the meetings and 
report back. I’m just waiting for the right time to work together on a potential larger scale 
approach that might support farmers to have good ecosystem stewardship practices. And when 
people are ready, we (CCF) may have done a lot of the groundwork on how to implement some 
of these programs. 
 
Q: What key benefits do you feel GRSB offers to members? 
 
A: I believe it brings a roundtable discussion on the global issues that are affecting the world – 
feeding the world. And where livestock is concerned, how we can do it sustainably and how that 
will be affected as we look at increased aspects of climate change, land issue changes and 
increases in populations, and how we will actually feed the growing globe. It brings people 
together to discuss how it affects the cattle industry. 
 
Q: What can the general public do to contribute to a sustainable environment? 
 
A: I believe that they can support, and should actually guide through their consumer buying, that 
the livestock and farming industries are maintaining appropriate ecosystem services within their 
livestock managements. I believe that will come through consumer dollars. Therefore education 
of the public is important to know more about where their food comes from, how their food is 
grown, that there are good ways of doing it and bad ways of doing it, and that they can help drive 
those good ways. I also know that consumers are probably going to need to pay more for the 
food that is good for them and that will increase their costs over time. We should probably 
recognize that and realize that although food is grown on trees, trees are not infinite. We have to 
maintain that for the future. Our population of humans is growing exponentially. The resources 
that we have to provide the food to them are not growing exponentially, they are decreasing. I 
believe that consumers actually need to know those things, and we have to help prepare them for 
the price tags to be paying the farmers to be doing the right thing so that our ecosystems are 
maintained at the same time as our food systems are able to feed the people. One without the 
other, and we’ll have failure in the near future. 
 
Q: Anything else to add? 
 
A: Our farming systems where we are in Namibia, I think, are some of the model systems that 
farmers in other parts of the world would be interested in learning about. Namibia is a very arid 
country. Farmers here have learned how to do a really good job of working in harmony with 
nature. Those kinds of farmers should be highlighted and those kinds of practices should be 
modeled and implemented in other areas. 
 
I grew up as a farmer and understand it, but as a conservationist, I wanted to practice 
conservation farming or ranching. I grew up with it, have a farming background and went to 
school as a conservationist and am putting conservationism to practice. I’ve been trying to put my 
principles to practice. 


